
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 Curriculum Newsletter  

Year One has started well, and we are really looking forward to Term 2. Thank you to all par-

ents and carers who have helped to ensure your child is reading every night and completing 

their homework to a high standard, as well as on time, each week. The children have already 

made considerable amounts of progress. We are very excited to see their progression con-

tinue. 

English 
Reading: We will carry on securing and expanding the children’s phonetic knowledge (i.e. 

letter sound correspondence) using dots and dashes. We will be encouraging the children’s 

blending of these sounds in order to read fluidly. Please continue to read with your child dai-

ly and ask questions about the story. For example: Before:  What do you predict will happen 

in the story? Why? During:  How do you think the character is feeling? Why? What do you 

think will happen next? After: Where was the story set?  Which character was your favourite? 

Why? See the Phonics Handouts given before the half-term holiday for further ideas. 

Handwriting: We will continue to focus on how to correctly form letters in pre-cursive script, 

extending to joins within words. 

Spelling: For homework, we will continue to practise reading and spelling words we can 

sound out phonetically.  Additionally, common exception words, known as ‘red words’ in the 

Read Write Inc. programme will still be included in their homework. Please make a special 

effort to learn these non-phonetic words, as some children are not demonstrating an ability 

to spell these week-on-week. 

Writing: After completing our ‘Stories with Familiar Settings’ unit, we will be moving onto 

‘Stories from Other Cultures’, looking at a variety of texts, predominantly set in the continent 

of Africa. Later in the term,  we will briefly address ‘Instructions’ and ‘Invitations’. Children 

will continue to write sentences by:  

 describing to a partner/teacher what they are going to write about 

 composing a sentence orally before writing 

 segmenting words accurately to spell 

 leaving finger spaces between words 

 punctuating sentences using a capital letter and a full stop, question mark or exclama-

tion mark  

 using a capital letter for names, famous landmarks, days of the 

week and months (i.e. proper nouns) 

 making high-level vocabulary choices (e.g. adjectives and verbs) 

 sequencing sentences to form short recounts and procedural texts 

 re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense 

 

It is expected that children will apply these writing strategies across other curriculum sub-

jects . They will also learn to use a computer to combine text with graphics. 

Speaking and Listening: We will be continuing to encourage the children to respond to ques-

tions and make comments using full sentences. We also hope for them to be able to ‘track’ a 

speaker with their eyes.  
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Alphablocks - There 
are lots of videos and 
games to help with  
identifying letters and 
reading. We occasional-
ly watch Alphablocks in 
school, so your child 
may recognise some of 
these already. 
 
Letters and Sounds 
Initial Sound Game - 
This ‘card-turning’ game 
lets your child reveal a 
sound/letter and then try 
to find the matching pic-
ture that starts with the 
same sound. 
 
Phoneme Pop! - The 
sounds/letters drift by 
on bubbles and your 
child has to pop the 
matching sound! 
 
BBC Bitesize - The 
Deep Sea Phonics 
game allows your child 
to hear a word and to 
pick the correct letters in 
order to spell it.  
 
Phonics Play - There 
are games, some of 
which are free, which 
will help your child with 
their blending and seg-
menting., as well as 
their recognition of real 
and  alien (i.e. pretend) 
words. 
 

Key Words (children must 

be able to define these 

words and mostly identify 

examples in a text): 

writing, author, illustrator, 

character, setting, com-

mon noun, proper noun, 

adjective, comma, time 

connective, capital letter, 

full stop, alliteration, pa-

thetic fallacy, past tense, 

caption. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/alphablocks/
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-initial-sound-game-1.html
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-initial-sound-game-1.html
http://www.ictgames.com/phonemePopLS_v2.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/phonics/play/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/Phase2Menu.htm


Maths 

Photos from Term 1 Maths. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 2 Maths 
In Term 2, we will be learning the teen numbers and 20. We will explore these numbers  

using manipulatives such as sets of objects, bead strings, number lines and double ten frames. 

Our Maths lessons will focus on: 

 One more and one less than a given number within 20 

 Ordering three or more numbers 

 Odd and even numbers 

 Double and halves to 20 

 Identifying and continuing number patterns 

We will also be learning addition and subtraction within 20. Interlocking cubes, ten frames, 

number lines, number tracks and part-whole models will be used to support understanding. 

The children will also use their own pictorial representations to make sense of the mathemati-

cal situations they encounter.  

 

Our Maths lessons will focus on: 

 Counting on to add small amounts 

 Counting back to subtract small amounts 

 Using number bonds/ known facts to add and subtract 

 Using the ‘Make ten’ strategy to add and subtract 

 Applying strategies and experimenting with modelling 
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     Dates  
Thursday 2nd Novem-

ber – Cambridge Class 

visiting Pimlico Library  

 

Monday 4th December 

– Durham Class Pupil 

Progress Meetings. 

Thursday 7th Decem-

ber – Year 1 trip to the 

British Museum 

(Egyptian Galleries) 

 

Wednesday 14th De-

cember – Cambridge 

Class Pupil Progress 

Meetings.  

 

Friday 15th December – 

School finishes at 1pm 

REMINDERS 

P.E. Kit: Bring on a Mon-

day, please. 

Homework (both Maths 

and English): Bring on a 

Tuesday, please. 

Reading Folder with 2 x 

levelled reading books, 

a library book and 

signed Reading Log: 

Bring on a Wednesday, 

please. 

 



Science 

In Science, we will be focusing on Chemistry and learning about materials (what things are made 

of) and the properties of them.  The children will be testing the properties and concluding which 

materials would be best for different jobs. We will also explore how certain objects made from 

different materials can be changed through squashing, bending, twisting and stretching.   

Key Words: 

Materials, properties, hard, soft, waterproof, smooth, rough, shiny, dull, object, electricity, elec-

trical, safe, safety. 

      
Geography 
In Geography we learn about places and people in the world.  This term we will be looking at 

weather and seasons. We will be learning about the different types of weather as well as the 

changing seasons in the world. 

Key Words:  

seasons, autumn, winter, spring, summer, weather, sunny, cloudy, windy, stormy, northern 

hemisphere, southern hemisphere  

History 
In History, we learn about real people and real events from the past. This half-term we will 

continue to learn about Ancient Egypt. We will be focusing on the kings of Egypt, temples, 

gods and goddesses, pyramids, the Great Pyramids, tombs and mummies.  
Key Words:  
Ancient, Egyptians, kings, pharaohs, chariot, decorated, soldiers, god, goddess, temple, 

stone, worship, statue, jackal, pyramids, tombs, mummy. 

Other 

Art 

In Art, we will be learning about self-portraits and ‘reading’ Van Gogh’s ‘Portrait with Band-

aged Ear, 1889’, using ‘clues’ to work out how he is feeling. The children will learn about how 

facial expressions can show how we feel, in particular the mouth, eyes and eyebrows. The 

children will practice drawing and then painting a self -portrait using a mirror. 

Key Words:  

Self-portrait, artist, canvas, expression and feelings. 

P.E. 

Multi skills, including stopping and starting mechanics, as well as throwing and catching. 
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London Libraries Fes-

tival celebration with 

children's author 

Smriti Prasadam-

Halls  

Wagamama Visit 

School Council Repre-

sentatives for Year 

One 

Zahraa  

 

 

Adam 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjn-9Dgi-zPAhWCvhQKHR8kDfsQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DxOKr462HLc0&bvm=bv.136499718,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNE-SKT8VbEu3DMCzOZb_lSO7fd70A&ust=14771459

